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Planning Overview
What? Intermunicipal Trails Master Plan (10-year plan)

Where? Area and municipalities within M.D. of Bonnyville 

(south of Cold Lake Air Weapons range, inclusive of 

provincial crown land opportunities)

Who ? M.D. Bonnyville

• Bowen Clausen, Director of Parks, Rec, & Culture

City of Cold Lake

• Brad Schultz, Planner

• Todd Worthington, Parks Manager

Consulting Team: RC Strategies, McElhanney

Why? Provide joint direction to guide and enhance trail-

related recreation, active transportation, and tourism 

opportunities and services for residents and visitors.

Scope? Non-motorized, motorized, summer, & winter trails

Project 
Initiation
(February 2022)

Background Review 
(Spring 2022)

Inventory & 
Mapping 

(Summer 2022)

Engagement
(Summer, Fall 2022)

Draft Master Plan 
(Fall/Winter 2022)

Staff Review 
(Spring 2023)

Final Master Plan (2023)



Mapping & Engagement

Inventory & Basemap

• Desktop
• Data from M.D., City, GOA, rec org’s, online

platforms, local websites

• Field assessment
• >1300km travelled in region

• Topline assessment of key areas

Engagement

• Public Survey

• Online Mapping Tool

• Stakeholder interviews

• Indigenous invitations & conversation

• Staffed & unstaffed on-site “pop-ups”

• Municipal & GOA staff



What We Heard*

Residents are looking for:

1. Connection (local & long-distance)

2. Quality of Experience

3. Quality of Life

4. Safety & Security

5. Sustainability

6. Respectful planning & use

7. Efficient Implementation & Activation

8. Collaboration & Partnerships

* See October 2022 What We Heard Report



Future Trail System: 
Attributes & Management Concepts

Shift to a 
Regional “Trail 

Ecosystem” 
Approach

Jointly Articulate 
the Region’s 

Desired Future 
Trail/Resource 

Conditions to be 
Achieved

Adopt a common 
Trail 

Classification 
System (i.e. “Trail 

Management 
Objectives”)

Use and be 
guided by “Trail 

Experience 
Zones” to identify 
and  describe the 

intended trail 
experiences for 
specific areas

Use Common 
“Level of 

Development 
Guidelines” for 
Infrastructure & 

Amenities 

Recommended Regional Shifts & Concepts (Section 6)



Future Trail System: 
Desired Conditions (Section 6.2)

Be a Unique & Inclusive “Must 
Experience” Trail Destination

Have A Sustainable Trail System

Have Strong Community Support 
for Trails & Trails Tourism

Have a Trail System that 
Contributes to Economic Growth 

& Diversification

Have Effective and Appropriate 
Partnerships, Collaboration & 

Resourcing

What Should 

the Region 

Strive to 

Achieve?

Image Credit  – Whitefish Bike Retreat



Future Trail System: 
Recommended Strategies (Section 7)

24 Actions
Including recommended priority trail 

connections and TEZs



Future System: Priority 

Connections & Zones

Cold Lake Area
(Section 7.3, p.135-7) 

Cold Lake

Hilda

Lake

Edward Lake

African

La ke
Beaver River

Crane

La ke

Maloney Lake

Cherry Grove

Beaver

Crossing

Ethel Lake

Happy Hollow

Beaver River

C.F.B.

Cold Lake 2

1

8

7

10

9

12

4

13

15

11

5

3

French Bay

PRA

Cold La ke PP

Cold Lake

No. 149B

Cold Lake

No.

149A

Cold Lake

No. 149

Trail Experience Zone Proposed Staging Area

Priority Trail Connection

Iron Horse Trail

Proposed Water Route Staging Area

Water Route

Map Extent

13 Connection Number

Kinosoo

Ridge



Future System: Priority 
Connections & Zones
South M.D.
(Section 7.3, p.138-141) 

Muriel

La ke M.D.

Franchere

Bay PRA

Moose

Lake PP

Mooselake

River

Minnie Lake

Charlotte

Lake

Jessie Lake

Thinlake River

Thin Lake

Landry

Lake Beartrap Lake

Muriel LakeSinking

Lake

Bangs Lake

Reita Lake

Hoselaw

Lake

Flat

Lake

Hornpile

Lake

Beaver

River

Chatwin Lake
Moose Lake

Kehiwin Lake

Sand River

Forsyth Lake

Liza Lake Barreyre

La ke

Ernestina

La ke

Ardmore

Fort Kent

Therien

Flat Lake

Franchere

Fresnoy

Goodridge

Gurneyville

Holyoke

Hoselaw

Kehewin

Ansha w

Beacon Corner

Muriel Lake

Durlingville

Rife

19

13

15

16

18

14

20

17

Village of

Glendon

Town of

Bonnyville
Pelican

Narrows

Bonnyville

Beach

Cold

Lake

No. 149

Kehiwin

No. 123

Trail Experience Zone Proposed Staging Area

Priority Trail Connection

Iron Horse Trail

Proposed Water Route Staging Area

Water Route

Map Extent

13 Connection Number



Future System: Priority 
Connections & Zones
North M.D.
(Section 7.3, p.142-5) 

Sinclair Lake
May

Lake
Wolf River

Corner

Lake

Marie Lake

Cold Lake

Medley River
Leming Lake

McDouga ll

Lake

Little Bea r

Lake
Tucker

Lake
Hilda  LakeConn Lake

Doris Island

Osborne Lake

Harold Lake

Edward Lake African

Lake

Mooselake

River

Beaver River

Lane Lake

Marguerite

Lake

Ba rbara La ke

Manatokan

Lake

Bourque

Lake

Ethel Lake

Sand River

Wolf Lake

Frenchma n

Lake
Keith Lake

Crane

Lake

Ma loney Lake

Stebbing Lake

Forsyth Lake Ardmore

La Corey

Beaver

Crossing

Iron River

Ethel Lake

Goodridge

Happy

Hollow

Helina

Bank Bay

Lessard

Beaver River

Big Mea dow

Snug Cove

Sugden

Truman

19

23

13

20

22

21

12

17

16

15

18

14

26

24

25

English Bay

PRA

Wolf Lake PRA

Cold

Lake PP

Cold Lake

No. 149B

Cold

Lake

No. 149A

Cold Lake

No. 149

Trail Experience Zone Proposed Staging Area

Priority Trail Connection

Iron Horse Trail

Proposed Water Route Staging Area

Water Route

Map Extent

13 Connection Number



Questions?

Justin Ellis
Partner

Kevin Wirtanen
Senior Consultant

RC Strategies
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