
From: Anita Fagnan <anita.fagnan@rhpap.ca>  
Sent: March 20, 2025 10:12 AM 
To: Brian McEvoy <bmcevoy@town.bonnyville.ab.ca>; darren.sandbeck@brfa.ca; Dean Hanson 
<Dean.Hanson@albertahealthservices.ca>; dheney@town.bonnyville.ab.ca; Mayor Elisa Brosseau 
<ebrosseau@town.bonnyville.ab.ca>; Patti Scuba <skubapr@gmail.com>; Barry Kalinski 
<bkalinski@md.bonnyville.ab.ca>; Renee Stoyles (rstoyles@town.bonnyville.ab.ca) 
<rstoyles@town.bonnyville.ab.ca>; Shelly Franklin <Shelly.Franklin@covenanthealth.ca>; Tracy Ghostkeeper 
<admin@town.bonnyville.ab.ca>; Travis Webster <Travis.Webster@albertahealthservices.ca> 
Subject: Help us celebrate Alberta Rural Health Week - May 26-30, 2025! 
 
Good morning A & R Committees, Council Members, and Rural Healthcare Community Champions, 
I hope you are all doing well! 
 
I'm reaching out on behalf of the Rural Health Professions Action Plan (RhPAP) to ask for your support in 
proclaiming May 26-30, 2025, as Alberta Rural Health Week. 
 
This special week is all about recognizing the incredible rural health professionals who make a difference every day 
and celebrating the volunteers and organizations that work tirelessly to keep healthcare close to home. Your 
support in making this proclamation would help highlight the importance of rural healthcare in your community 
and across Alberta. 
 
If your municipality does proclaim Alberta Rural Health Week, we’d love to hear about it! Please let us know so we 
can share and celebrate together. 
 
We also invite you to join the conversation online using #ABRuralHealthCareMatters.  
 
I have included a few sample resources available to you but please check out our site rhpap.ca/ARHW to see 
our complete list. We also invite you to show your support of Alberta Rural Health week by signing up with 
RhPAP on this page and sharing your logo!    
 
Stay up to date by following RhPAP on Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn, and YouTube (@AlbertaRhPAP).  
If you have any questions or need more details, feel free to reach out. I’d be happy to chat and look forward to 
hearing from you! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
~ Anita 
--- 

 
Anita Fagnan 
Rural Community Consultant, North East Zone 
Rural Health Professions Action Plan (RhPAP) 
780-349-1544 | www.rhpap.ca | @AlbertaRhPAP 
 
 

mailto:anita.fagnan@rhpap.ca
mailto:bmcevoy@town.bonnyville.ab.ca
mailto:darren.sandbeck@brfa.ca
mailto:Dean.Hanson@albertahealthservices.ca
mailto:dheney@town.bonnyville.ab.ca
mailto:ebrosseau@town.bonnyville.ab.ca
mailto:skubapr@gmail.com
mailto:bkalinski@md.bonnyville.ab.ca
mailto:rstoyles@town.bonnyville.ab.ca
mailto:rstoyles@town.bonnyville.ab.ca
mailto:Shelly.Franklin@covenanthealth.ca
mailto:admin@town.bonnyville.ab.ca
mailto:Travis.Webster@albertahealthservices.ca
https://rhpap.ca/about/alberta-rural-health-week/
http://www.rhpap.ca/


/ 1 / 

For Immediate Release

Alberta Rural Health Week returns May 26 to 30, 2025: 

Celebrating Alberta rural healthcare 

March 18, 2025 – The Rural Health Professions Action Plan (RhPAP) is excited to announce Alberta 
Rural Health Week will be taking place May 26 to 30, 2025. This annual week of celebration, 
supported by a declaration from the Honourable Adriana LaGrange, Minister of Health, celebrates 
and recognizes the people, communities, and initiatives that support and strengthen rural 
healthcare in Alberta.  

Over 18 percent of Albertans reside in rural and remote areas, while less than seven percent of 
family physicians serve in rural areas, with similar ratios for other healthcare workers. This 
distribution underscores the importance of rural residents’ access to healthcare and the 
unwavering efforts of healthcare workers practicing in non-urban centers.  

Throughout the week, RhPAP invites communities, organizations, and individuals across the 
province to show appreciation for healthcare professionals and volunteers whose commitment 
enhances the well-being of rural residents. Their hard work and passion help maintain and 
strengthen healthcare services across the province.  

"Alberta Rural Health Week is an opportunity to celebrate the incredible dedication of healthcare 
professionals and volunteers who ensure Albertans in rural and remote areas receive the care they 
need," says Shanda Berns, Senior Manager, Community Development and Engagement at RhPAP. 
"We encourage communities to come together in recognizing these healthcare champions whose 
hard work makes a lasting difference in the lives of rural residents." 

To support these celebrations, RhPAP developed a comprehensive toolkit filled with resources for 
communities including proclamations, social media graphics, posters, colouring sheets, and thank 
you cards—making it easy to express gratitude to those who keep rural Alberta healthcare strong. 
The toolkit is available on RhPAP.ca/ARHWtoolkit.  

Throughout the week, RhPAP’s social media channels will be shining a spotlight on the life-
changing impacts of rural healthcare and sharing an inside look at the dedicated efforts of 
healthcare teams working in rural and remote areas. Across the province, RhPAP’s rural 
community consultants, who support communities on the attraction and retention of healthcare 
workers, will be attending local events and initiatives recognizing healthcare heroes.   

https://rhpap.ca/about/alberta-rural-health-week/arhw-toolkit/
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Municipalities are encouraged to proclaim Alberta Rural Health Week and join the conversation by 
using #ABRuralHealthCareMatters. To stay informed and participate in the celebrations, visit 
RhPAP.ca and follow RhPAP on Facebook, Instagram, and YouTube (@AlbertaRhPAP). 

 

Inquiries can be directed to: 

 

Jessica Surgenor 

Manager, Marketing & Communications  

Rural Health Professions Action Plan (RhPAP)  

Tel: 403 363 6008 

Jessica.Surgenor@rhpap.ca 
 

About RhPAP: 

The Rural Health Professions Action Plan (RhPAP) is an organization that aims to enhance the 
quality of healthcare in rural communities across Alberta. RhPAP collaborates with rural 
communities, healthcare professionals, educational institutions, and government bodies to 
address healthcare workforce challenges and improve access to healthcare services in rural 
areas. To learn more about RhPAP, please visit RhPAP.ca. 
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