
Empowering Rural 

Alberta Youth!

Innovative
Thought

Vulcan County – April 2, 2025 (10am)

Beaver County – April 2, 2025 (3pm)

Brazeau County – April 23, 2025 (2pm)

Town of Drayton Valley – April 23, 2025 (2pm)

Newell County – April 24, 2025 (1pm)

Town of Bassano – May 12, 2025 (6:30pm)

Town of Rocky Mountain House – May 20 (9:10am)

Brazeau County – June 3, 2025 (10:00am)

Clearwater County – June 10, 2025 (10:45am)

Canadian Conversation on Career Education – June 10, 2025 (11:30am)

M.D. Bonnyville – June 24, 2025 (10am)

Paul Bohnert
pmbohnert@gmail.com 

APPENDIX D
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November 2024 
Talent Development Symposium









CTS high school courses 

can alleviate all the above 

factors.

Why is there continued increase in job 

vacancies and increase in 

unemployment in Alberta?

- Youth intimidated by the unknown.

- Youth unprepared for jobs.

- Youth unaware of jobs.

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/calgary/alberta-unemployment-november-1.7403502
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/calgary/alberta-unemployment-november-1.7403502




2021

Germany – Dual program

https://edmonton.ctvnews.ca/ottawa-announces-1-1m-for-upgrades-to-alberta-apprenticeship-programs-1.7026815
https://edmonton.ctvnews.ca/ottawa-announces-1-1m-for-upgrades-to-alberta-apprenticeship-programs-1.7026815
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/c522bf58-47c3-431d-89e7-6475f16da620/resource/0fde9cdd-a5de-4ff2-9b70-496a803162c2/download/ae-apprenticeship-and-industry-training-statistical-profiles-2021.pdf
https://www.studying-in-germany.org/german-education-system/#:~:text=Students%20who%20complete%20the%20lower,either%20university%20or%20vocational%20qualifications.
https://handbookgermany.de/en/vocational-training-school
https://handbookgermany.de/en/vocational-training-school
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/c522bf58-47c3-431d-89e7-6475f16da620/resource/0fde9cdd-a5de-4ff2-9b70-496a803162c2/download/ae-apprenticeship-and-industry-training-statistical-profiles-2021.pdf
https://www.studying-in-germany.org/german-education-system/#:~:text=Students%20who%20complete%20the%20lower,either%20university%20or%20vocational%20qualifications.
https://handbookgermany.de/en/vocational-training-school
https://handbookgermany.de/en/vocational-training-school


Secondary Education in Alberta
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Gr Age

Honors 
IB, APGeneral Diploma

Junior High
Division 3

Honors

Elementary 
Division 2

CTS, RAP,  Work Experience (3-5%)

CTF





Where Students drive their own learning… 

…providing opportunities that benefit 

Rural Alberta in the future! 





Municipality
Mayors, Reeves, Councils & CAOs

Chamber of Commerce
Alberta & Local Chapters

Economic Development
Alberta, Regional & Local

Industrial 

AssociationsProfessional 

Organizations

AB CTS Academy

Partner High Schools

Students & FamiliesAlberta

Education

School

Boards



Current dialogue with…
Beaver County – Ryley – Viking   Newell County
Bonnyville – Glendan     Ponoka County
Brazeau County – Drayton Valley   Town of Bassano
Clearwater County – Rocky Mt. House  Town of Rocky Mountain House
Grande Prairie County    Town of Vulcan
Municipality of Bonnyville    Vulcan County
Municipality of Drayton Valley

Initiated dialogue with…    Kneehill County - Drumheller
Birch Hills County – Foxcreek    Lethbridge County – Picture Butte
Diamond Valley     M.D. of Greenview
Foothills County

Community Partnerships



Current dialogue with…
Alberta Reg. Council of Carpenter
& Allied Workers
Allied Beauty Asso.
Alberta Electrical Alliance
Alberta Ironworkers
Baking Asso. Of Alberta
Concrete Alberta
Mechanical Contractors Asso. Of AB
Specialty Vehicle Auto Asso.

Initiated dialogue with…
AB Asso. Of Agricultural Societies
AB Chapter – Baking Asso. Of Canada
AB Electrical Alliance
AB Forest Products
AB Machinist
AB Roadbuilders & Heavy Constr. Asso.
AB Roofing Contractor Asso.
AB Metal Workers
Agrium Inc.
American Welding Soc. – AB Section
Building Trades of Alberta
Gas Fitters (UA Union 488)
Inter. Brotherhood of Electrical Workers
Landscape Alberta
Masonry Contractors Asso. Of Alberta
Suncor

Industry Partnerships



South Grow Economic Development

Current dialogue with…
Alberta Chamber of Commerce
Business Council of Alberta
Chamber of Commerce – Local Chpt.
Economic Developers AB
Work NW Alberta – Honeycomb Inc.

Initiated dialogue with…
AB Asso. of Agricultural Societies
Alberta Municipalities
Rural Municipalities of AB – Eco. Dev.
Rural Development Network
Clark Builders
Enbridge
South Grow Economic Development
Stantec

Economic Partnerships



Proposed Pilot Schools
 School Populations - < 400 students

1.County Central – Vulcan   – 112 

2.Willow Creek High – Claresholm  – 201 

3.West Central High – Rocky Mt. House - 348

4.Ponoka Secondary  – Ponoka  - 271 

5.Frank Maddock High – Drayton Valley - 349

6.Fox Creek School – Fox Creek  -   66

7.Fairview School – Fairview  - 152

8.Bonnyville Central – Bonnyville  - 243

9.Viking School – Viking   -   63

10.J.C. Charyk Hanna School – Hanna - 109

11.Bassano School – Bassano  -   56

12.Picture Butte Secondary – Picture Butte -   96

     2066



# schools # students

< 500 students 19 8459

< 400 students 29 10295

< 300 students 49 12029

< 200 students 94 13212

< 100 students 362 12438
Totals of <500 553 56433

> 500 students 108 132533



   OUR Solution…

Impact for Partner Schools …
1. Rural schools with small populations would be 

able to offer a significantly broader curricula.
2. More course offerings would reduce student 

migration to larger schools.
3. Provides schools with additional dedicated CTS 

teachers and permit in-house teachers to focus 
on core specialty.



   OUR Solution…

Impact for Community …
1. CTS education for Rural students provided locally.
2. Locally developed mentorships build capacity and 

preserve the community size and economic 
viability.

3. Promotes Rural resiliency and the importance of 
regional growth

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/calgary/fastest-growing-
communities-alberta-2021-census-1.6347448 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/calgary/fastest-growing-communities-alberta-2021-census-1.6347448
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/calgary/fastest-growing-communities-alberta-2021-census-1.6347448












Questions!

Innovative
Thought

Vulcan County – April 2, 2025 (10am)

Beaver County – April 2, 2025 (3pm)

Brazeau County – April 23, 2025 (2pm)

Town of Drayton Valley – April 23, 2025 (2pm)

Newell County – April 24, 2025 (1pm)

Town of Bassano – May 12, 2025 (6:30pm)

Town of Rocky Mountain House – May 20 (9:10am)

Brazeau County – June 3, 2025 (10:00am)

Clearwater County – June 10, 2025 (10:00am)

Canadian Conversation on Career Education – June 10, 2025

M.D. Bonnyville – June 24, 2025 (10am)

Paul Bohnert
pmbohnert@gmail.com 

mailto:pmbohnert@gmail.com
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